APPENDIX G
Responses to Comments

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

A-1

SANDAG acknowledges receipt and distribution of the draft MND.
This letter indicates that SANDAG has complied with the State
Clearinghouse review requirements for draft environmental
documents pursuant to CEQA. No further response is required.

RTC-1

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

RTC-2

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

B-1

This comment provides introductory statements and no further
response is required.

B-2

SANDAG acknowledges that the City of San Diego has recently
adopted a Climate Action Plan. As stated in the comment, the
proposed project would not conflict with the adopted Climate Action
Plan, which is consistent with the analysis found in Section 7.7,
Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Response (b), of the MND.

B-3

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15071, an MND is not required
to include analysis of project alternatives. The Transportation
Assessment (Appendix E of the MND) includes analysis of the
intersections where the bike facility is proposed and a level of service
analysis for the Robinson Avenue / Alabama Street intersection.

RTC-3

COMMENTS

RESPONSES
The proposed project will be subject to the City of San Diego
Development Services Department review process and conceptual
drawings will be submitted at that time.

B-4

These are concluding statements and no further response is required.

RTC-4

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

C-1

As stated in Section 2.1, Project Location and Environmental Setting,
of the MND, the project would result in the removal of
approximately 3 parking spaces along Robinson Avenue and
associated intersections within the project site.

C-2

The mini-roundabout at the intersection of Robinson Avenue and
Georgia Street has been removed from the project. Final design of
the project is ongoing, and these comments will be considered for the
neighborhood traffic circle by the design team.

C-3

Final design of the project is ongoing, and these comments will be
considered by the design team.

C-4

As stated in Section 7.4, Biological Resources, Response (e), of the
MND, none of the existing ornamental trees are designated under the
City of San Diego Public Tree Protection Policy 900-19. Therefore,
replacement or mitigation for the removal is not required. Also as
described in Section 2.2, Project Components, of the MND, the project
may include the installation of ornamental landscaping including trees,
shrubs, and wall vines.

C-5

Final design of the project is ongoing, and these comments will be
considered by the design team.

C-6

Improvements to the west of the proposed project, including
improvements to the intersection of Park Boulevard and Robinson
Avenue are part of the Uptown Bikeways Project. Alternatives are
still being evaluated for the intersection of Park Boulevard and
Robinson Avenue.
RTC-5

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

D-1

Refer to Response to Comment C-4.

D-2

Refer to Responses to Comments C-1 through C-6.

RTC-6

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

E-1

The Robinson Avenue Bikeway is part of the larger North Park –
Mid-City Bikeways Project. There are separate SANDAG and City
of San Diego projects planned for University Avenue, and the
implementation of the proposed project does not preclude building
facilities on University Avenue.

RTC-7

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

F-1

This comment provides introductory statements and no further
response is required.

F-2

Final design of the project is ongoing, and these comments will be
considered by the design team. The alignment of the elevated-shared
use path is designed to limit impacts to existing access to residences
to the north and south of the path. Impacts to trees would be limited
to the extent practical.

F-3

Refer to Response to Comment F-2. Impacts to visual character are
discussed in Section 7.1, Aesthetics, of the MND. As stated in
Section 7.1, Aesthetics, Response (c), of the MND, the proposed
elevated shared-use path has been designed to minimize impacts to
existing trees. As currently designed, approximately 18 trees would
be removed at the proposed elevated shared-use path location.
Also as described in Section 2.2, Project Components, of the MND,
the proposed project may include the installation of ornamental
landscaping including trees, shrubs, and wall vines. As the potential
new trees and shrubs mature, the views of the proposed elevated
shared-use path and the Robinson Avenue corridor would improve.
This, in combination with the proposed neighborhood traffic circle
bulb outs and medians, would not substantially degrade the visual
quality of the area.

F-4

The mini-roundabout at the intersection of Robinson Avenue and
Georgia Street has been removed from the project and the existing 4RTC-8

COMMENTS

RESPONSES
way stop will be retained. Neighborhood traffic circles are proposed
as lower cost traffic calming and aesthetic features throughout the
North Park – Mid-City Bikeways Project.
There is no proposed change to the intersection control at the
intersection of Robinson and Florida. A 4-way stop control would be
maintained and the proposed neighborhood traffic circle would
improve the visual quality of the intersection.
Pedestrian and cyclist safety is discussed in Section 7.16,
Transportation and Traffic, Response (d), of the MND. As disclosed,
no significant safety or hazard impacts would occur.
F-5

Refer to Response to Comment F-4. The proposed Robinson/Park
improvements that are part of the Uptown Bikeways Project are fully
funded through construction, and implementation of the proposed project
does not preclude the construction of the Uptown Bikeways Project.

F-6

The mini-roundabout at the intersection of Robinson Avenue and Georgia
Street has been removed from the project and the existing 4-way stop will
be retained. This reduces the number of parking spaces removed from 22
to 3. Removal of parking spaces is not considered a significant impact
under CEQA and requires no mitigation. The goal of the project is to offer
an alternative transportation mode by developing a network of bikeways
in the City of San Diego's urban core to make it safer and easier for people
of all ages and abilities to bike to more places within and between the
North Park and Mid-City communities.

F-7

The mini-roundabout at the Robinson Avenue / Georgia Street
intersection has been removed from the project and the existing 4way stop will be retained. Similar to all stop controlled intersections,
the buffered bike lane will become dashed for vehicles turning right
or left onto Georgia Street. In regards to the bicycle lane approach to
the proposed neighborhood traffic circle, the existing 4-way stop at
RTC-9

COMMENTS

RESPONSES
the Robinson Avenue / Florida Street intersection will be retained
and the approach will be similar to all other stop controlled
intersections. The buffered bike lane becomes dashed for vehicles
turning right or left onto Florida Street.
Furthermore, it should be noted that the proposed project would not
result in an increase in hazards due to a design feature (Section 7.16,
Response (d) of the MND). The existing condition along this
segment of Robinson Avenue is void of any bicycle infrastructure
today. The inclusion of sharrows through the intersection as part of
this project is a safety improvement over the existing condition;
therefore, impacts would not be significant nor would they require a
change in the design.
F-8

The mini-roundabout at the intersection of Robinson Avenue and
Georgia Street has been removed from the project and the existing 4way stop will be retained.

F-9

As stated in the Section 2.2, Project Components, of the MND and the
Transportation Assessment (Appendix E), the existing four-way stop
controls would remain with the inclusion of a neighborhood traffic
circle. Since the stop controls would remain the same, no impact to
the level of service of the intersection would occur.

RTC-10

COMMENTS

RESPONSES
F-10

As stated in Section 2.1, Project Location and Environmental Setting,
of the MND, the proposed project is located entirely within the
Robinson Avenue public right-of-way (ROW) from just east of Park
Boulevard to Alabama Street with the exception of approximately
2,800 square feet of land would be acquired from a property to the
north (Assessor Parcel Number 453-012-15-07 to 14). No private
property or privately owned trees at the intersection of Robinson
Avenue and Georgia Street would be affected by the proposed project.

F-11

Refer to Response to Comment C-2.

F-12

Refer to Responses to Comments C-2 and C-3.

RTC-11

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

G-1

Refer to Responses to Comments C-4, F-2, and F-3.

G-2

Refer to Response to Comment F-6.

G-3

Refer to Response to Comment F-3. As stated in Section 7.1,
Aesthetics, of the MND, the mini-roundabout and neighborhood traffic
circle would be consistent with the Greater North Park Community
Plan Urban Design Guidelines and would not substantially degrade the
existing visual character and quality of the area.

G-4

Refer to Response to Comment F-7.

G-5

Refer to Response to Comment F-9.

G-6

Refer to Responses to Comments C-4, F-2, F-3, F-6, and F-9.
Pursuant to the Guidelines for Implementation of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA Guidelines) (Section 15070[b])
(14 CCR 15000-16387 and Appendices A through L), SANDAG has
prepared an MND for the proposed project. The MND was prepared
and circulated for public review contains an environmental impact
analysis of the proposed project as required by CEQA. An MND was
the appropriate CEQA document to prepare as no significant impacts
would occur with the incorporation of mitigation measures. While
public meetings are not required for processing an MND under
CEQA, SANDAG held a public workshop on the Robinson Avenue
Bikeway Project to accept public comment on the project on January
14, 2016 at Grace Lutheran Church. In addition, SANDAG has
presented this project to the North Park Planning Committee and its
RTC-12

COMMENTS

RESPONSES
Public Facilities, Transportation, Parks, and Public Art
Subcommittee on multiple occasions. There have also been
community open houses to present the entire North Park Mid-City
Bikeways Project to the community. Previous community meetings
and open houses were held during the planning phase of the project.
Open House #1 was held on August 27, 2013, and Open House #2
was held on February 19, 2014 – this was a joint meeting with the
North Park | Mid-City Bikeways Community Advisory Group. The
Community Advisory Group was formed to provide in-depth input
on the design and serve as the community liaison from kick-off to
completion of the planning phase. The group met four times at key
project milestones on January 30, 2013, March 6, 2013, June 25, 2013,
and February 19, 2014. Please see the project website for information and
materials from these meetings: http://www.keepsandiegomoving.com/
RegionalBikeProjects/northparkmidcity_involved.aspx .
Additionally, SANDAG provides information on all projects at
KeepSanDiegoMoving.com where interested parties have the option
to sign up for project-related updates.

RTC-13

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

H-1

Based on Level of Traffic Stress (LTS) criteria established by
SANDAG, a Class 3 facility operates at LTS 2 or better if traffic
volumes are less than 5000 vehicles per day (vpd). Since the project
goal is to establish bicycle facilities that are LTS 2 or better, and the
existing traffic volumes on Robinson are less than 5,000 vpd, a Class
3 facility meets the project goals.
For this reason, the proposed project is consistent with the
Regional Plan and the San Diego Regional Bike Plan.

RTC-14

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

I-1

The elevated shared-use path is fully funded through construction as
part of the North Park – Mid-City Bikeways Project. The elevated
shared use path would be a Class 1 bicycle facility with aesthetic
treatments and lighting. The elevated shared-use path provides an
essential connection to the communities to the west of the project
area, allowing an alternative route for people riding bikes who are
less experienced and uncomfortable riding on University Avenue.

I-2

Impacts to traffic movement is discussed in Section 7.16,
Transportation and Traffic, and in the Transportation Assessment
(Appendix E of the MND). As discussed in Section 7.16 of the MND
and the Transportation Assessment, the proposed improvements along
Robinson Avenue would not substantially alter traffic patterns within
and around the project site. The elevated shared-use path located at
Robinson Avenue/Alabama Street is not intended for auto use and
would be restricted to pedestrians, bicycles, and emergency vehicles
only. Therefore, the proposed improvements would not substantially
affect circulation patterns, but would provide several benefits to
pedestrians and bicyclists, including reduced speeds, shorter crossing
distances, and enhanced safety. Information provided in this comment
does not alter the significance determination made in the MND.

I-3

Refer to Response to Comment F-4.

RTC-15

COMMENTS

RESPONSES
I-4

While the proposed project has independent utility, it is intended
to connect with the larger regional network of bikeways planned
for the North Park-Mid-City Community.

I-5

Lighting would be provided for the proposed elevated shared-use
path. Final design of the project is ongoing, and these comments
will be considered by the design team.

I-6

This comment provides statements regarding a different project. No
response is required.

I-7

Refer to Response to Comment F-4.

I-8

Although the Robinson Avenue Bikeway has independent utility, the
proposed project is a part of the North Park – Mid-City Bikeways
project. The Landis Street Bikeway connects to the Robinson Avenue
Bikeway at Alabama Street. Improvements included in the Landis
Street Bikeway would include directional wayfinding, changes to
traffic control, and traffic calming (including neighborhood traffic
circles) to allow for a bikeway with few stops for people riding bikes.

I-9

Although the grade on Robinson Avenue is steeper than University
Avenue, the proposed project provides an alternative route to University
Avenue for people riding bikes who are less experienced and
uncomfortable riding on University Avenue, which has more traffic.

I-10

Several San Diego Metropolitan Transit System bus stops are located
nearby on Park Boulevard and University Avenue within biking distance.

RTC-16

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

J-1

Refer to Responses to Comments C-4, F-2, and F-3.

J-2

Refer to Response to Comment C-2.

J-3

The mini-roundabout at the intersection of Robinson Avenue and
Georgia Street has been removed from the project. Final design of
the project is ongoing, and these comments will be considered by the
design team.

J-4

Parkway reconstruction along Robinson is not within the scope of
this project.

J-5

Refer to Response to Comment J-4.

RTC-17

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

K-1

2040 and 2044 Robinson Avenue take access from the driveway at
the eastern terminus of Robinson Avenue, east of Florida Street. The
driveway is located north of the proposed bikeway and generally
travels parallel the proposed alignment. The entrance to the driveway
is located immediately north of the western end of the proposed
elevated shared-use path, as shown on Figure 4, Bikeway Path
Architectural Rendering – View East, of the MND. As described in
Section 2.2, Project Components, of the MND, and in the
Transportation Assessment (Appendix E of the MND), Class II
buffered bike lanes would be provided on Robinson Avenue between
Park Boulevard and the proposed elevated shared-use path with the
exception of a sharrow on the eastbound travel lane between Florida
Street and the elevated shared-use path. As described in the
Transportation Assessment, access to the driveway would remain
unaltered. Motorists travelling to and from this driveway would be
required to cut across a bicycle travel lane.
However, as shown in Figure 4, the bicycle lanes would be clearly
marked and the elevated shared-use path would be clearly visible to
alert motorists of the potential presence of cyclists and pedestrians
using the elevated shared-use path. Additionally, this location is a
terminus for Robinson Avenue that leads to an alley and driveways
to residences. Motorists would not be travelling at high speeds and
RTC-18

COMMENTS

RESPONSES
would have adequate visibility at the point of ingress/egress of the
driveway. Pedestrian and cyclist safety is discussed in Section 7.16,
Transportation and Traffic, Response (d), of the MND. As disclosed,
no significant safety or hazard impacts would occur. Final design of
the project is ongoing. The design team will consider the addition of
stop markings with stops signs and “Cross Traffic Does Not Stop”
signs for northbound and southbound traffic into and out of the alley
mentioned above. If incorporated, these improvements would be in
place of the yield markings shown in Figure 4.
K-2

As described in Section 2, Project Description, of the MND, the
existing east-west stormwater drainage system within the proposed
elevated shared-use path location would be abandoned in place and
relocated nearby within an existing City of San Diego utility
easement. The new drainage infrastructure would be designed to
adequately serve the proposed project and existing runoff.

K-3

Final design of the project is ongoing, and these comments will be
considered by the design team.

K-4

As described in Section 2.2, Project Components, of the MND, the
project may include the installation of ornamental landscaping
including trees, shrubs, and wall vines.

RTC-19

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

L-1

Refer to Response to Comment K-1. Final design of the project is
ongoing, and these comments will be considered by the design team.

L-2

Pedestrian scale lighting is proposed at the elevated shared-use path. As
discussed in Section 7.1, Aesthetics, Response (d), of the MND, all
lighting would comply with all applicable City of San Diego municipal
code light pollution regulations which are intended to minimize light
pollution through shielding and minimization of light trespass in
accordance with the Green Building Code. Final design of the project is
ongoing, and these comments will be considered by the design team.

L-3

Refer to Responses to Comments F-7, F-8, and H-1.

L-4

Final design of the project is ongoing, and these comments will be
considered by the design team.

RTC-20

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

M-1

Thank you for your interest in the Robinson Avenue Bikeway
Project. SANDAG has added your email address to receive eblasts
related to the project.

M-2

Refer to Response to Comment F-6.

M-3

Refer to Responses to Comments K-1 and L-1. Final design of the
project is ongoing, and these comments will be considered by the
design team.

M-4

The proposed project is not located at the 200 block of Robinson
Avenue. The City of San Diego is responsible for road maintenance
within this area.

RTC-21

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

N-1

Refer to Responses to Comments K-1. Final design of the project is
ongoing, and these comments will be considered by the design team.

N-2

Refer to Response to Comment F-7.

N-3

The center of the traffic circle would be plumbed for irrigation
and electrical, pending City of San Diego review.

N-4

The intent of the bollard is to prevent vehicles from using the
elevated shared-use path. Final design of the project is ongoing, and
this comment will be considered by the design team.

RTC-22

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

O-1

This comment provides statements regarding a different project. No
response is required.

O-2

As described in Section 2.2, Project Components, the proposed elevated
shared-use path would be approximately 12 to 16 feet wide and evenly
split into two 4 to 6 foot wide travel lanes in opposite directions with 2
foot shoulders on each side of the travel way (width of the elevated
shared-use path would be finalized upon final design). Widening the
bridge would impact access to the adjacent properties. The State
minimum standard for a two-way bike path width is 8 feet with 2-foot
shoulders. The Federal minimum standard for a shared-use path width is
8 feet (FHWA-EP-01-027, Designing Sidewalks and Trails for Access).
The proposed elevated share-use path width would meet the minimum
State and Federal standards for similar bike paths.

O-3

Drainage is addressed in Section 7.9, Hydrology and Water Quality,
and 7.17, Utilities and Service Systems, of the MND. As discussed,
no significant impacts to drainage would occur.

O-4

Final design of the project is ongoing, and these comments will be
considered by the design team.

RTC-23

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

P-1

Refer to Response to Comment F-4.

P-2

Refer to Response to Comment E-1.

RTC-24

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

P-3

Project lighting would be design to adequately illuminate the project
area while complying with City of San Diego municipal code light
pollution regulations.

RTC-25

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

Q-1

Thank you for your support of the Robinson Avenue Bikeway
elevated shared-use path.

Q-2

This comment provides statements regarding a different project.
The Landis Street Bikeway, which is part of the North Park-MidCity Bikeways Project, will begin at Alabama and continue to the
east. SANDAG has added your email to the list to receive e-blasts
for the project.

Q-3

Final design of the project is ongoing, and these comments will be
considered by the design team. Speed humps are traffic calming
devices and stop signs are traffic control devices. Speed humps
would not be installed in place of stop signs.

RTC-26

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

R-1

Refer to Response to Comment F-6.

RTC-27

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

S-1

Refer to Response to Comment F-6.

S-2

Thank you for your support of the Robinson Avenue Bikeway
elevated shared-use path.

RTC-28

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

T-1

Thank you for your support of the Robinson Avenue Bikeway project.

T-2

Refer to Response to Comment P-3.

T-3

Thank you for your recognition of SANDAG’s work on this project.

RTC-29

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

U-1

Refer to Response to Comment P-3.

U-2

Refer to Response to Comment F-6.

U-3

Thank you for your support of the Robinson Avenue Bikeway
project. Construction of the project is expected to occur in 2017.

RTC-30

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

V-1

Thank you for your support of the Robinson Avenue Bikeway project.

V-2

Refer to Response to Comment O-2. Final design of the project is
ongoing, and these comments will be considered by the design team.

V-3

Refer to Response to Comment F-8. The neighborhood traffic circle
would be 4-way stop controlled, giving priority to the first vehicle or
person riding a bike that comes to a complete stop at the intersection.

RTC-31

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

W-1

Refer to Response to Comment C-5.

RTC-32

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

X-1

Refer to Response to Comment E-1.

RTC-33

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

RTC-34

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

Y-1

This comment provides introductory statements and personal
experience of riding his bike in the proposed project area. Thank you
for your support of the Robinson Avenue Bikeway project.

Y-2

This comment provides introductory statements and no further
response is required.

Y-3

Refer to Response to Comment G-6.
We will continue to make information about the project available on
the project webpage and reach out to the community and other
stakeholders for feedback on potential improvements and
refinements to design features as we progress through the final
design phase.

Y-4

Thank you for your support of the Robinson Avenue Bikeway project.

RTC-35

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

Y-5

This comment provides statements regarding a different project. No
response is required.

RTC-36

COMMENTS

RESPONSES

RTC-37

